
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 4:1-34 

The Parables of the Kingdom 

 

• Mark 4:1-20 

This story is taught over and over again 

I have taught this story many times myself 

But every time I have ever read it or heard it, I have understood one single message…The Gospel responses 

I have always heard and read this solely as a passage about spreading the Gospel and people’s responses 

And although I think there is truth to that, Jesus never seems to have ONE POINT 

Whenever Jesus speaks, there always seems to be 37 different points 

 

 

So first, someone explain the passage 

This passage is multidimensional so let’s look at it from multiple angles 

 

• 4:1-2 

Northwest coast, there are inlets, voice carries incredibly well across the water 

And teachers sat and listeners stood 

 

Let’s start with the first question or issue: What is the deal with this parable thing? 

• 4:10-12 

I thought the whole point of Jesus was to teach and preach the Gospel 

What is the point if all He is trying to do is confuse people? 

 

Again, what is Jesus ministry about? What is He accomplishing? What words come to mind? 

Kingdom, Messiah, Authority, Teaching the Gospel 

These are the messages of the book of Mark, this is what Jesus was about 

And how have we come to know Jesus, or that Mark will present Jesus? 

Messiah, Son of God (though they get neither yet), and finally PROPHET 

What is Jesus’ message as prophet? 

The Kingdom is at hand, and Israel is not ready, and they have not turned to God 

Therefore, God is judging them for their hardness of heart thru Rome 

Like Jeremiah, they are to submit under Rome’s authority and ultimately Jesus’ word 

But they won’t 

 

• Is. 6:1-11 

First of all, this passage is about prophecy 

These are the people God is speaking to and about in Isaiah that refuse to listen to Him 

And this parable is about judgment…they have had their chance to LISTEN and HEAR 

But they have hardened their hearts 

They should know this passage Jesus is quoting in Isaiah if they were LISTENING but they don’t 

These images of sowing, the penetration of God’s word, and Jesus as THE seed come from Isaiah 

• Is. 40:6-8, 55:10-11, 10:33-11:1 

God is sowing anew in Israel after their long exile 

Their Messiah is HERE…the KINGDOM is HERE 

But they are missing it…their soil is not ready to receive THE SEED  

I think this is first and foremost about Jesus Himself announcing His kingdom 

It wasn’t a story about God judging the pagans and restoring the fortunes of Israel 

It was a story of failures and success, mostly failures 

The promise of salvation was there, but only on the other side of judgment 

The great trees would have to fall before the new seed could grow 

Part of the judgment (before the mercy) is that people will have to look and look but won’t get to see 

Jesus IS THE FULFILLMENT OF SCRIPTURE 

 



Jesus develops this further in the next passage 

• Mark 4:21-23 

God’s intent is NOT that people should remain blinded 

He wants them to ultimately see 

“a lamp is not brought” = literally Does the lamp come” 

The LAMP IS JESUS 

But… 

• Mark 4:24-25 

 

So then now let’s look at it from a few other angles to bring this to today 

What is being sowed? 

Who is the sower? 

Important that is doesn’t say…NOT JUST JESUS 

What is your observation about the sower? 

Quite careless, scatters, very indiscriminate 

Doesn’t seem real targeted does it, maybe even not too seeker sensitive, doesn’t even target his audience 

What responsibility does the sower have? 

• Mark 4:26-29 

Like last week…we are called to plunder people’s hearts with the love of Jesus 

Conversation with Dr. Tsai…importance of my faith, how I am already filled 

I have ZERO responsibility to make it make sense to her, to get it to grab her heart 

Craig Briscoe feeling open door message from God to speak into his friends life 

 

What responsibility do I have then? 

What words or themes are repeated? 

13 times the verb to hear is used 

What do you know of the soils? 

All hear…but how do they hear 

• Mark 4:24 

We need to hear, we need to listen, we need to take it in…DEEPLY 

• Mark 4:20 

Paths 1-3 

My struggle lately with # 3 

 


